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Please 

Read 

This: 


We  issue  this  Peony  catalog  annually  in  August, 
and  it  is  always  brought  up  to  date.  If  there  are  no 
striking  changes  in  the  text,  it  means  simply  that 
there  is  nothing  new  to  be  said.  Prices,  however, 
invariably  undergo  some  change  each  succeeding 
year.  Quotations  therefore  in  this  catalog  super- 
sede those  in  all  former  editions.  BUT  PLEASE 
DO  NOT  ORDER  FROM  THIS  CATALOG 
UNLESS  IT  BEARS  THE  DATE  OF  THE 
YEAR  IN  WHICH  YOU  ORDER.  WRITE 
FOR  THE  LATEST  EDITION  BEFORE  OR- 
DERING. 


M 
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SINKING  SPRING 

PENNSYLVANIA 


WM.  W.  KLINE 
J.  R.  HUFFORD 


IP?  HERE  are  supposed  to  be  over 
two  thousand  varieties  of  Peo- 
nies, and,  unfortunately, — more  com- 
ing. They  are  NOT  all  good.  In  form, 
some  are  inartistic  freaks — tho  highly 
lauded.  Others  are  utterly  impossible 
in  color.  Hundreds,  tho  masquerad- 
ing under  different  seductive  titles  at 
high  prices,  are  identical.  Our  mis- 
sion for  years  has  been  to  sort  and 
sift,  and  to-day  by  reason  of  this  pro- 
cess of  elimination,  we  offer  only  the 
choicest  and  best,  and  the  most  dis- 
tinct of  the  many  hundred  varieties  in 
cultivation.  This  relieves  you  of  the 
perplexing  problem  of  selecting  from 
confusing  and  endless  lists  of  varie- 
ties. We  are  thus  specialists  in  the 
truest  sense;  which  means  not  merely 
the  offering  of  the  best  sorts,  and 
ONLY  the  best;  but  includes  the 
guarantee  that  every  root  ive  send  out 
is  true  to  name,  and  the  stock  high- 
grade,  liberally  grown  “quality 
stock,”  offered  at  the  lowest  consist- 
ent prices. 


for  1920 

— 

HIS  is  the  fifteenth  annual  edition  of  our  catalog.  Incident- 
ally, it  is  our  fifteenth  anniversary,  and, — we  are  going  to 
celebrate;  but  of  that — more  anon. 

In  spite  of  the  continuance  of  the  high  cost  of  every 
item  necessary  to  the  running  of  this  business,  all  the  way 
from  His  Excellency  Monsieur  Martin  Cahuzac,  down  to  the  very  nails 
with  which  we  close  up  your  boxes,  we  have  advanced  our  prices  but  a 
very  little,  while  the  quality  of  roots  we  deliver  has  been  steadily  main- 
tained. 

Annually,  in  this  foreword,  we  have  felt  at  a loss  to  adequately  set 
down  our  appreciation  of  the  confidence  in  us  expressed  by  our  many 
friends  and  patrons.  It  has  been  almost  overwhelming,  and  supplies 
abundant  evidence  that  our  early  devised  policy,  which  we  think  has 
been  consistently  maintained,  was  a sound  one. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  the  extraordinary  volume  of  business  that  has 
crowded  in  upon  us  has  made  it  exceedingly  difficult  for  us  to  keep  pace 
with  the  demand  for  our  Peonies.  It  may  not  be  out  of  place  for  us  to 
name  the  extraordinary  fact  that  for  the  last  several  successive  seasons, 
our  business  has  been  doubled,  and  doubled  again.  An  analysis  of  the 
figures  reveals  also  an  amazing  number  of  sales  to  people  who  knew  us 
not,  but  who  were  virtually  commanded  to  “buy  from  us”  by  friends  who 
chanced  to  be  our  older  patrons. 

This  is  obviously — strikingly,  significant;  evidence  merely  of  the 
little  “revolution”  we  have  been  engaged  in, — a revolution  in  method, — 
a little  more  fairness  and  liberality  than  has  commonly  been  in  vogue 
amongst  nurserymen  generally,  and  even  other  Peony  “specialists.” 

And  so  we  believe  that  the  majority  of  our  patrons  have  pretty  well 
made  up  their  minds  about  the  Peony  situation, — and  about  us, — but  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who  receive  our  book  for  the  first  time  this  fall  it 
may  not  be  amiss  to  inquire  briefly  into  what  “specializing”  really  is. 
Apparently  there  are  specialists  and  specialists,  and  we  have  our  own 
version  of  what  a Peony  specialist  is,  or  should  be. 

The  term  “specialist”  is  often  an  empty  catch  word  and  indicates, 
really,  nothing  in  particular.  We  believe  that  true  specializing  means 
the  devotion  to,  or  study  of,  one  single  thing,  in  any  line  of  effort.  We 
believe  that  true  Peony  specialists  should  not  only  supply  high-grade  and 
perfectly  grown  stock  true  to  name,  but  that  there  should  be  also  a 
constant  effort  towards  elimination — the  throwing  out  of  all  worthless 
and  duplicate  kinds.  To  present  a list  of  more  than  one  hundred  sorts, 
at  the  most,  shows,  it  seems  to  us,  a disability  to  intelligently  eliminate. 
We  are  growing  Peonies  and  nothing  else.  This  one  flower  has  our 
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undivided  personal  time  and  attention,  devotion  and  study,  and  we  are 
by  the  way  the  only  extensive  growers  of  Peonies  exclusively  in  America. 
We  also  take  pride  in  the  fact  that  we  have  fewer  varieties  and  at  the 
same  time  a larger  stock,  than  any  other  “specialist”  grower  we  know  of. 
Added  to  this,  we  have  an  intimate  personal  acquaintance  with  every 
plant  of  the  many  thousands  growing  in  our  fields,  and  thus  we  are  able 
to  guarantee  every  root  we  send  out  to  be  absolutely  true  to  the  name 
under  which  it  has  become  identified.  When  you  order  Festiva  Maxima 
or  Eugene  Verdier  from  us,  we  send  what  you  pay  for,  not  something 
more  or  less  like  it  under  the  name. 

We  invite  you  to  come  and  see  our  fields,  not  merely  at  blooming 
time,  but  during  the  summer,  so  that  you  may  see  something  of  the  ex- 
treme care  in  our  system  of  cultivation,  which  together  with  our  ideal 
soil  enables  us  to  produce  a root  unexcelled,  perhaps  unmatched,  for 
health,  vigor  and  rapid  growth.  Our  plants  are  grown  wide  apart,  yet  no 
rough  horse-cultivation  is  employed.  Men  with  hand-hoes  are  constantly 
in  the  fields  and  the  ground  is  always  kept  loose  and  mellow.  A visitor  re- 
cently said  in  something  like  amazement  upon  viewing  our  fields:  “Why, 
I never  saw  anything  like  this!  There’s  not  one  weed,  not  even  a stray 
blade  of  grass  to  be  seen  anywhere.  It  reminds  me  of  one  of  those 
ludicrously  perfect  pictures  of  a garden  in  a seedman’s  catalog.” 

As  a matter  of  fact,  we  think  it  no  exaggeration  to  say,  that  we 
believe  every  individual  plant  growing  in  our  fields,  receives  more  care- 
ful and  better  culture  than  it  gets  in  the  average  amateur’s  garden — 
after  it  leaves  our  hands. 

We  have  discontinued  offering  at  special  prices  the  “clumps”  we 
accumulate,  preferring  to  let  them  go  out  in  filling  regular  orders  from 
time  to  time.  Nor  do  we  list  so-called  one-,  two-,  and  three-year  roots, 
because  as  we  point  out  in  the  body  of  this  book  these  terms  indicate 
nothing  definite  at  all,  and  a customer  has  no  knowledge  of  what  he  may 
expect  to  receive. 

We  send  out  only  established  plants;  that  is  to  say,  we  grow  and 
“coach”  our  roots,  if  we  may  so  express  it,  until  they  reach  a certain 
stage  at  which  we  deem  them  fit  to  send  to  a patron  who  wants  a display 
of  flowers  the  following  spring.  Some  of  the  roots  we  ship  are  three  and 
even  four'  years  old,  depending  upon  the  variety.  And  when  shipping 
time  arrives  we  'personally  stand  over  every  root  dug,  labeled,  packed, 
and  shipped. 

This  then  is  why  we  call  ourselves  Peony  specialists.  But  it  is  what 
you  think  that  counts,  and  we  feel  that  the  most  significant  thing  we 
can  add  to  the  above  argument  is  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  remark- 
able letters  printed  on  the  last  few  pages  of  this  catalog. 

These  letters  amply  demonstrate  the  correctness  of  some  theories  we 
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have  held  from  the  beginning;  namely,  that  people  wanting  to  purchase 
a few  Peonies — or  many — and  wanting  the  very  best  obtainable,  were 
about  sick  and  tired  of  thumbing  over  pages  upon  pages,  in  catalogs, 
containing  endless  list  of  varieties;  that  they  were  beginning  also  to  seri- 
ously doubt  the  genuineness  of  many  sorts  listed — doubting  the  real  dif- 
ference of  most  of  them,  except  in  name;  that  the  statement  that  there 
are  no  poor  Peonies  is  not  true;  and  that  true  specializing  should  not  be 
defined  as  a raking  together  of  all  the  worthless  sorts  produced  in  this 
country  and  abroad. 

Consequently  after  ten  years  of  experimenting  with  many  varieties 
of  Peonies  before  offering  a single  root  for  sale  ( and  this  period  was 
prior  to  the  advent  of  any  of  the  present-day  Peony  Specialists)  we  issued 
our  first  annual  catalog  fifteen  years  ago  and  adopted  this  fixed  policy 
— three-fold  in  character: 

First—  To  supply  our  patrons  with  the  choicest  and  best 
Peonies  (and  ONLY  the  choicest  and  best)  that  have 
yet  been  introduced. 

Second — Not  to  befool  our  patrons  with  new  varieties  of 
indifferent  quality  at  high  prices. 

Third — Not  to  figure  upon  how  small  a root  we  might 
venture  to  send  for  the  money ; but  how  large  a one 
we  could  supply  at  a fair  margin  of  profit  to  our- 
selves. 

We  feel  that  we  have  adhered  pretty  closely  to  the  above,  which  fact 
will  serve  perhaps  to  sufficiently  explain  the  phenomenal  growth  of  our 
business. 

In  the  matter  of  varieties,  we  have  an  abiding  confidence  that  we 
have  kept  fully  abreast  of  the  times.  We  say  this  without  qualification, 
and  after  years  of  observation  and  testing  of  “incoming”  sorts.  Many 
new  (?)  varieties  continue  to  “flow”, — most  of  them  hailing  like  young 
Lochinvar,  “from  out  of  the  west;”  and  most  of  them  fill  our  souls  with 
disgust,  and  our  mail  with  protests  of  indignation  from  people  who  have 
been  lured  by  pyrotechnical  word  painting. 

We  cannot  refrain  from  stating  that  the  annual  introduction  of  new 
sorts  at  very  high  prices — often  from  five  to  fifteen,  and  even  twenty- 
five  dollars  being  asked  for  a root — is  simply  a beautiful  money-making 
scheme,  and  many  people  have  been  sadly  disappointed  in  these  “exqui- 
sitely beautiful  new  and  rare  varieties.”  As  a matter  of  fact — much  as 
we  regret  to  say  it — ninety-five  per  cent,  of  these  “new  and  rare  sorts” 
are  frauds,  pure  and  simple,  and  for  one  or  more  of  these  three  reasons : 
First,  the  Peony  does  not  surpass,  and  often  does  not  begin  to  equal, 
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other  existing  sorts  that  can  be  had  at  from  fifty  cents  to  a dollar  and  a 
half ; Second,  it  may  not  be  distinguishable,  by  anyone  except  an  expert 
from  other  sorts  to  be  had  at  perhaps  one-tenth  the  price;  Third,  it  may 
be  just  a poor  Peony — nothing  more — and  should  never  have  been  intro- 
duced at  any  price.  We  decline  to  take  part  in  this  particular  game,  and 
it  is  an  astonishing  thing  to  us  that  any  grower  should  engage  in  it. 
There  are,  just  now,  about  eighteen  or  twenty  Peonies  of  this  sort  being 
offered  at  prices  ranging  from  $6.00  to  $25.00.  Most  of  them  are  ex- 
travagantly lauded  whites.  We  see  no  reason  to  list  them  at  any  price. 
In  every  case  they  are  either  practically  identical  with — or  else  inferior 
to — varieties  listed  in  this  catalog. 

The  real  truth  of  the  situation  is  just  this:  (and  we  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  going  on  record  with  the  statement,  which  we  admit  is  extraor- 
dinarily strong).  It  would  seem  that  the  limit  of  perfection  in  Peonies 
has  not  only  long  since  been  reached,  but  the  range  of  colors,  combina- 
tion of  colors,  shades, — tints,  we  now  have,  is  so  varied,  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  add  anything  really  different — that  is,  any  new  Peony  suffi- 
ciently distinct  to  warrant  its  introduction.  Any  known  Peony , quoted 
elsewhere,  and  not  on  our  list,  is  ABSENT  FOR  CAUSE. 

And  now,  altho’  for  fifteen  years  we  have  believed  that  perhaps  we 
ought  to  list  one  hundred  varieties  on  the  assumption  that  that  number 
was  required  to  “cover  the  field,”  we  have  had  doubts,  grave  doubts,  for 
some  time;  and  not  the  kind  of  doubts  some  of  our  excitable  esteemed 
contemporaries  will  instantly  fancy  we  have.  Briefly,  we  have  reached 
the  conclusion  that  one  hundred  sorts  is  too  many  to  offer  in  any  self- 
respecting  catalog.  So  we  are  going  to  gleefully  celebrate  our  fifteenth 
anniversary  by  reducing  our  list  to  just  NINETY  VARIETIES,  and 
there  will  probably  be  annually  a continued  “revision  downward.” 

Most  of  the  banished  sorts  are  reds,  and, — well,  really,  the  exceed- 
ing high  cost  of  paper  and  printing  prohibits  an  extended  dissertation 
in  this  edition  of  our  catalog,  by  way  of  explanation.  A comprehensive 
example  will  suffice:  We  are  not  conscious  of  a recently  developed  highly 
sensitized  conscience;  but  we  confess  frankly  to  a feeling  of  distaste, — 
nay  even  guilt,  whenever  we  have  been  called  upon  to  fill  an  order  from 
any  one  patron,  for,  let  us  say,  “Delachei,”  “Atrosanguinea,”  and 
“Madam  Bucquet.”  The  three  are  too  nearly  identical,  even  blooming 
at  almost  the  same  time. 

And  having  confessed  so  much,  we  breathe  a sigh  of  relief  as  we 
write  finis  to  this  foreword,  in  a quiet  retreat,  “far  from  the  madding 
crowd;”  far  even  from  our  own  beloved  Peonies,  on  this  fair  and  calm 
July  day  in  the  year  One  Thousand  Nine  Hundred  and  Twenty. 

Respectfully  yours, 

THE  MOHICAN  PEONY  GARDENS. 


THE  MODERN  DOUBLE  HERBACEOUS 


PEONY 

( Paeonia  Herbacea  Sinensis ) 


HE  PEONY  is  crowned  Queen  of  the  whole  realm  of  Flora. 
Allowing  for  due  prejudice  and  enthusiasm  on  our  part, 
it  seems  to  us  that  this  fact  is  beyond  question  or  dispute. 
When  we  first  ventured  the  assertion  years  ago  in  our  an- 
nual catalog,  we  confess  to  some  trepidation  in  doing  so, 
lest  in  our  zeal  we  should  be  taken  to  account  by  somebody,  and  be 
named  either  mad,  or  heretics,  for  daring  to  call  the  Peony  “Queen  of 
Flowers’'  over  the  Rose.  But  in  a very  few  years  the  modern  improved 
Peony  has  made  such  remarkable  strides  in  public  favor,  and  its  truly 
regal  magnificence  is  so  much  better  understood  and  realized  by  the 
general  public,  that  we  believe  today  there  are  thousands  of  people  who 
will  agree  with  us  when  we  say  that  there  is  no  flower  so  well  deserves 
the  title  of  Queen. 

It  seems  but  yesterday  that  Peony  enthusiasts,  tho  a merry  little 
band,  were  few  in  numbers;  but  they  were  patient  and  they  were  wise, 
for  they  knew  of  the  long  years  of  patient  labor  of  those  men  devoted  to 
hybridizing  and  intercrossing,  and  the  marvels  that  had  been — and  were 
being — wrought  in  Peony  improvements,  and  that  this  flower  would  one 
day,  in  all  its  wealth  of  perfect  loveliness,  take  its  place  as  the  Queen 
of  Flowers.  That  time  has  now  arrived,  and  while  there  are  a few  people 
here  and  there  who  have  not  yet  been  brought  to  the  realization  (because 
they  have  perhaps  never  seen  the  improved  Peony) , that  the  day  of  the 
old  red  “Piney”  of  childhood  days  is  past,  who  that  has  looked  upon 
the  best  of  the  glorious  modern  blooms  will  honestly  compare  them  un- 
favorably to  the  loveliest  Rose  that  ever  bloomed  in  a professional’s 
greenhouse? 

In  view,  therefore,  of  the  now  generally  and  well  understood  merits 
of  the  Peony  as  it  is  today,  we  think  that  to  attempt  oratorical  flights 
by  way  of  eulogy  would  be  superfluous  in  this  edition  of  our  annual  cata- 
log. We  think  it  rather  more  necessary — as  will  appear  further  on — 
to  call  your  attention  to  some  details  about  the  business  end  of  the 
Peony — matters  of  vital  importance  to  purchasers — which  have  long 
needed  some  expounding. 


"FESTIVA  MAXIMA  SIXTY  YEARS  SINCE  ITS  INTRODUCTION,  IT  REMAINS  TO-DAY  UNEQUALLED 

IN  ITS  CLASS  AND  COLOR 
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jggjTT  PROMINENT  British  grower  of  Peonies  has  well  said  that  “the 
Peony  is  the  flower  for  the  million  and  the  millionaire.”  By  this 
he  probably  meant  that  there  is  no  flower  that  serves  so  well  or 
» is  so  extensively  employed  for  glorious  and  imposing  effects  on 
the  grounds  and  estates  of  the  wealthy  class,  and  at  the  same  time  is  so 
well  adapted  to  the  modest  garden  where  no  attendant  is  employed  and 
where  the  hours  spent  by  the  owner  in  his  or  her  garden  are  limited.  For 
the  Teony  is  independent  and  vigorous,  and  takes  care  of  itself. 

Once  planted,  all  is  done;  nothing  more  is  required  beyond  perhaps  a 
liberal  dressing  of  bone-meal  every  fall,  and  each  succeeding  year  adds  to 
the  size  and  beauty  of  the  flowers.  Consider  these  features:  The  Peony  is 
as  hardy  as  the  oak — singularly  free  from  diseases  as  well  as  insect  pests 
of  any  sort.  No  dusting,  spraying  or  hand-picking  of  worms.  No  roots 
to  take  up  each  fall,  as  with  the  dahlia.  The  foliage  is  rich  and  glossy 
and  of  a beautiful  deep  green  color,  thus  rendering  the  plants  very  orna- 
mental even  when  out  of  flower.  All  of  the  improved  varieties  are  delici- 
ously sweet-scented,  and  many  surpass  the  rose  and  carnation  in  delicacy 
of  fragrance.  The  flowers  are  of  immense  proportions,  reaching  in  some 
instances  the  large  size  of  seven  to  nine  inches  in  diameter  and  five  to  six 
inches  in  depth.  The  range  of  color,  too,  is  so  varied  that  almost  every 
tint  of  pink,  red,  and  crimson  is  comprised  in  the  list.  Many  of  the 
varieties  are  as  chaste,  delicate  and  refined  as  the  daintiest  rose. 

Now  there  are  upwards  of  two  thousand  varieties  of  Peonies,  and  it 
is  a fact— -which  no  grower  or  nurseryman  can  honestly  dispute — that 
hundreds  of  them  are  so  nearly  alike  as  to  be  practically  identical.  In 
any  event,  only  an  expert  can  distinguish  the  difference.  If  you  send  to 
certain  worthy  growers  for  a catalog  or  list  you  will  be  confronted 
with  more  or  less  accurate  descriptions  of  perhaps  from  two  to  five  hun- 
dred sorts.  The  average  retail  customer  is  confused  and  perplexed  by 
this  array.  He  wants  a few  of  the  very  best — the  newest  and  most  desir- 
able; perhaps  a half  dozen  or  a dozen  and  perhaps  not  even  that  many 
kinds,  to  plant  either  singly  amongst  his  shrubs  or  to  arrange  in  beds. 
He  doesn’t  know  which  to  choose.  Each  description  in  the  big  catalog 
seems  to  outdo  the  one  just  gone  before.  He  plods  on  for  awhile,  then 
finally  goes  back  to  the  head  of  the  list  and  starts  afresh. 

At  last,  in  desperation,  he  makes  a. selection,  and  he  is  quite  as  likely 
to  get  the  poorest  as  the  best.  And  we  may  add  that  we  cannot  agree 
with  the  expressed  opinion  that  “there  are  no  poor  ones.”  There  are! 
Some  well-advertised  varieties  are  poor  in  form;  others  last  no  time  at 
all,  even  if  cut  in  the  bud  and  placed  in  water.  Some  of  the  tricolored 
varieties  are  distressing  combinations  of  color.  We  have  in  mind  in 
particular  one  extensively  boomed  tricolor  that  can  scarcely  be  said  to 
sustain  its  reputation  for  beauty. 


THE  INCOMPARABLE  “EUGENE  VERDIER” 

WE  CONSIDER  THIS  THE  GREATEST  PEONY  IN  CULTIVATION.  THREE  OTHER 
INFERIOR  SORTS  ARE  BEING  SENT  OUT  UNDER  THE  NAME 
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Our  List 

Our  list  now  consists  of  exactly  ninety  carefully  selected  sorts  of 
Double  Herbaceous  Peonies.  Frankly  this  number  of  varieties  is  far 
in  excess  of  the  number  that  really  should  be  offered  to  the  general  retail 
trade,  unfamiliar  as  it  is  with  Peony  nomenclature  and  the  many  distinc- 
tions— often  without  a difference.  Every  grower,  if  he  wanted  to  be 
honest  about  it,  would  confirm  this  statement.  But,  all  within  the  past 
few  years,  there  has  come  into  existence  a steadily  increasing  number  of 
Peony  cranks;  and  we  use  this  term  in  a complimentary  sense,  if  we  may 
so  express  it,  certainly  without  disrespect,  for  we  are  members  of  the 
order  ourselves.  These  customers  demand  the  new  and  “rare”  varieties, 
and  they  will  have  them,  whether  or  not  these  new  sorts  actually  sur- 
pass the  older  standard  kinds. 

We  are,  and  have  been,  growing  for  years  several  hundred  varieties. 
The  number  and  character  of  the  varieties  in  our  fields  has  been  con- 
stantly changing  and  shifting,  as  we  have  cast  some  out  as  not  entirely 
worthy  and  tried  the  new  ones  as  they  came  into  general  cultivation.  Our 
list  of  ninety  sorts  as  now  made  up  we  consider  absolutely  complete  and 
beyond  the  advisability  of  a change  in  a very  long  while.  We  deem 
them  the  CHOICEST  AND  BEST  AND  THE  MOST  DISTINCT  OF  THE 
MANY  HUNDRED  VARIETIES  IN  CULTIVATION.  The  points  con- 
stantly kept  in  mind  in  making  the  selection  have  been  size,  perfection 
of  form,  fragrance,  vigor  of  bloom,  lasting  quality  of  cut  flowers,  and 
landscape  effect.  The  entire  range  of  form  and  color  is  covered  abso- 
lutely, and  all  of  the  exquisite  and  really  worthy  new  things  of  French 
and  British  production  have  been  added.  If  you  do  not  find  listed  in  this 
booklet  a variety  you  think  ought  to  be  there,  it  is  because  a better  one 
has  displaced  it,  or,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  practically  identical  with 
one  listed.  For  example:  there  is  “Albatre.”  We  do  not  list  it  because 
it  is  absolutely  identical  with  our  “Avalanche.”  Likewise,  (as  an  instance 
in  the  case  of  the  lower  priced  sorts)  we  do  not  offer  “Delicatissima,”  be- 
cause we  have  been  unable  to  observe  any  marked  difference  between  it 
and  “Floral  Treasure.”  We  may  add  here  that  we  do  not  offer  Tree 
Peonies,  Peonies  of  the  Officinalis  section,  nor  the  single  varieties.  The 
first  named  is  very  hard  to  manage,  slow  of  growth,  and  does  not  fully 
mature  under  ten  years.  The  Officinalis  sorts  are  also  slow  to  increase 
and  for  several  reasons  are  undesirable;  while  the  single  Peonies  are.  in 
slight  demand  and  rather  unsatisfactory. 

“Rare”  and  “Fine” 

Judging  from  the  contents  of  some  letters  we  have  received,  a great 
many  people  are  misled  by  the  descriptions  attached  to  the  varieties  in 


“MADAM  DUCEL”:  BIG  GLOBULAR  COMPACT  FLOWER  WITH  PETALS  SOMEWHAT  INCURVED 

LIKE  A CHRYSANTHEMUM 
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many  catalogs,  including  our  own.  It  is  perhaps  natural  that  in  these 
cases  persons  should  fancy  the  word  “rare”  to  mean  “very  fine”;  especi- 
ally when  an  exceptionally  high  price  is  asked  for  the  variety.  In  point  of 
fact  “rare”  and  “fine  ”are  not  always  synonymous  in  these  instances,  and 
for  the  benefit  of  intending  purchasers  we  desire  to  say  that  in  this  book- 
let and  its  accompanying  price  lists,  many  varieties  quoted  at  $3.00  and 
upwards  do  not  surpass — sometimes  do  not  equal — other  sorts  at  consid- 
erably lower  prices.  The  very  new  sorts  of  recent  introduction  that  some 
people  insist  upon  having  because  they  are  new,  are  “rare”  and  high- 
priced  because  there  is  as  yet  no  considerable  stock  of  it  in  existence. 
It  does  not  necessarily  mean  that  they  surpass  the  somewhat  older  kinds. 

Planting 

The  Peony  is  of  such  easy  culture  that  there  is  little  to  be  said  by 
way  of  instructions  as  to  planting,  altho  we  send  out  a little  book  of  in- 
structions with  every  order.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say,  that  Peonies 
respond  nobly  to  liberal  culture.  Prepare  your  ground  well,  therefore, 
by  working  up  deep,  rich  soil  with  a good  quantity  of  bonemeal  incorpor- 
ated and  you  will  be  well  repaid  by  the  increased  size  of  fancy  blooms 
and  the  general  vigor  of  the  plants.  It  is  best  to  avoid  the  use  of  all 
animal  fertilizer.  The  root  should  be  set  in  the  ground  with  the  topmost 
“eyes”  about  three  inches  below  the  surface  of  the  soil,  and  the  ground 
well  firmed  around  it — using  care  not  to  damage  the  tender  buds.  For 
permanent  planting  Peonies  should  be  set  from  three  to  four  feet  apart 
each  way,  and  left  undisturbed  indefinitely.  When  it  is  desired  to  inter- 
sperse Peonies  among  other  hardy  garden  flowers,  or  at  intervals  along 
a border  of  shrubs,  they  should  be  planted  in  groups  of  from  three  to 
five,  each  group  to  be  of  one  variety.  In  arranging  a bed  of  Peonies  of 
from  fifteen  to  fifty  roots — according  to  the  space  at  command — we 
strongly  urge  the  planting  of  one  variety.  For  while  sorts  may  be  had 
that  bloom  in  theory  about  the  same  time,  the  result  is  never  satisfac- 
tory, for  in  fact  they  come  straggling  into  bloom  one  after  the  other 
and  the  effect  desired  is  never  wholly  gained.  A bed  of  one  fine  sort  is 
a magnificent  sight. 

Time  to  Plant— Not  in  the  Spring  Season 

It  is  a pity — for  the  sake  of  the  Peony — that  when  the  fall  sets  in 
the  great  majority  of  people  forget  about  flowers  and  their  gardens  and 
turn  to  other  things,  for  the  fall  season  is  the  only  season  in  which  the 
Peony  should  be  moved.  We  have  discontinued  spring  shipments  and 
supply  roots  only  in  the  fall.  To  move  Peonies  at  any  other  season  than 
the  months  of  September  and  October  means  a set-back  from  which  the 


TRIOMPHE  DE  L’EXPOSITION  DE  LILLE -ONE  YEAR  OLD  AND  BLOOMING.  NEVERTHELESS  WE  ALLOW 
PLANTS  SUCH  AS  THESE,  TO  GROW  ANOTHER  TWO  YEARS  BEFORE  WE  SEND  THEM 

TO  YOU- AT  ONE-YEAR  PRICES 
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roots  sometimes  do  not  recover  for  two  years.  Most  general  nursery- 
men will  supply  Peonies  at  nearly  any  season  of  the  year  that  they  can 
be  gotten  out  of  the  ground.  But  we  are  building  up  a reputation  for 
fair  dealing;  that  is  to  say,  when  we  sell  you  Peonies  we  want  them  to 
start  right  in  to  “work”  for  you  from  the  beginning,  without  a set-back 
through  moving  at  the  wrong  season.  We  have  faith  that  our  methods 
will  thus  redound  to  our  credit. 

Carefully  observant  growers  agree  generally  that,  under  normal  con- 
ditions, the  best  time  for  moving  Peonies  is  during  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber and  early  October,  since  it  is  desirable  that  some  root-growth  be  ob- 
tained after  moving  and  before  freezing  weather  sets  in.  Buds  for  the 
following  season’s  bloom  are  usually  fully  ripened  by  the  last  week  in 
August;  the  foliage  still  being  green  at  this  period  being  no  indication 
whatever  to  the  contrary.  We  begin  digging  on  September  1st  and  con- 
tinue to  fill  orders  as  late  in  the  year  as  the  ground  remains  open. 

While  our  system  of  growing  is  such  that  we  are  able  to  fill  the  last 
order  received  with  the  same  grade  of  stock  with  which  we  fill  the  very 
first  one  in,  yet  it  is  a help  to  us — for  several  reasons — to  have  all  ord- 
ers in  early.  We  ask,  therefore,  that  customers  send  in  their  lists  as 
soon  after  the  receipt  of  this  catalog  as  convenient. 

Purchase  Your  Peonies  from  TRUE 
Peony  Specialists 

In  these  days  practically  every  one  offering  Peonies  calls  himself  a 
“Peony  Specialist.”  Those  who  grow  “other  things”  besides  Peonies — 
even  the  general  nurserymen — are  “Peony  Specialists.”  The  phrase  is 
easy.  But  with  us  the  Peony  is  the  “whole  thing.”  It  has  our  undivided 
time  and  attention,  devotion  and  study.  We  grow  Peonies  and  nothing 
else.  We  are  thus  specialists  in  a sense  which  possesses  a legitimate 
value  and  significance, and  the  reasonableness  of  our  suggestion, that  you 
purchase  your  roots  from  TRUE  specialists,  becomes  apparent.  We  have 
no  slighting  words  to  say  about  the  many  reliable  firms  of  general  nur- 
l rymen;  but  it  seems  a rational  conclusion  that  concentration  of  effort 
— specializing — by  an  individual  or  firm,  upon  any  one  branch  of  horti- 
culture, would  be  productive  of  the  best  results  for  intending  purchasers. 
The  argument  applies  in  every  field  of  human  effort.  It  is  especially  ap- 
plicable in  Peony  culture,  for  it  may  be  said  without  reservation  that 
Peony  nomenclature  is  in  the  utmost  confusion.  Many  listed  varieties 
are  spurious,  and  new  and  weird  names  are  coined  every  season  and  ap- 
plied to  old  varieties.  The  most  charitable  interpretation  to  be  put  upon 
this  proceeding  is,  that  it  is  done  because  the  growers  have  lost  track  of 
things  in  their  fields,  and  not  because  they  want  to  lead  the  public  to  be- 


MADAM  EMILE  GALLE:  A REFINFD  AND  RARELY  BEAUTIFUL  FLOWER 
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lieve  they  are  offering  new  varieties.  Many  of  the  varieties  we  offer  are 
difficult  to  obtain  true  in  any  quantity,  and  much  of  our  original  stock  of 
certain  sorts  was  secured  at  very  high  prices,  which  we  were  willing  to 
pay  because  we  knew  the  stock  to  be  correct.  Even  such  well-known  and 
distinct  varieties  as  Festiva  Maxima,  Couronne  d’Or,  etc.,  are  often  spur- 
ious as  received  from  supposedly  responsible  growers,  and,  as  we  indicate 
elsewhere,  three  inferior  Peonies  are  being  sent  out  in  place  of  Eugene 
Verdier. 

We  have  labored  and  studied,  and  spent  years  of  time  and  a great 
deal  of  money  to  get  our  varieties  true,  and  we  so  guarantee  them;  that 
is  to  say,  while  we  are  not  infallible,  and  mistakes  will  very  occasionally 
occur,  such  mistakes  are  always  due  to  errors  in  labelling,  or  in  shipping, 
and  not  to  mistakes  in  our  varieties.  For,  our  fields  are  thoroly  “rogued” 
from  end  to  end,  and  -.we  KNOW  that  there  is  not  a single  wrong  plant 
in  our  entire  acreage  of  Peonies.  This,  we  rather  think,  cannot  truth- 
fully be  said  of  any  other  commercial  Peony  plantation  in  this  country. 


Size  of  Roots— “Divisions” — “One  Year” — “Two  Year” — 
“Small”— “Medium,”  Etc.  Confusion  of  Terms 
— Important,  Read  Carefully 

The  rapidly  growing  interest  in  the  modern  Peony — a popular  inter- 
est which  has  attained  such  proportions  that  it  is  not  out  of  harmony  to 
speak  of  the  situation  as  a “boom  in  Peonies,”  has  brought  so  promi- 
nently to  the  front  the  question  of  size  of  roots  s'ent  out - to  customers , 
that  it  is  only  second  in  importance  to  the  question  of  true  stock;  that  is, 
the  securing  of  varieties  true  to  name. 

The  question  needs  some  expounding.  Inasmuch  as  fair  and  honor- 
able competition  is  desirable,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  some  growers  have 
obscured  the  situation  by  employing  ambiguous  terms  in  quoting  size  of 
roots.  Thus  the  sizes  named  as  “divisions,”  “one-year,”  “two-year,” 
“small,”  “medium,”  etc.,  are  meaningless,  unless  the  customer  has  a 
knowledge  (perhaps  from  previous  purchases)  of  that  particular  grow- 
er’s “version”  of  just  what  these  terms  mean.  The  word  “division”  as 
applied  to  Peonies  is  a trade  term,  but  it  seems  to  be  a very  elastic  one 
with  some  growers,  and  there  is  opportunity  for  much  misrepresentation. 
A more  or  less  mature  plant  is  taken  up  and  divided,  i.\e.,  cut  into  pieces. 
These  divisions  are  either  replanted,  by  way  of  propagating,  or  sold  as 
divisions  as  the  case  may  be.  But  a grower  in  dividing  may  cut  the  plant 
into  very  small  pieces.  The  point  we  wish  to  make  is  obvious,  which  is, 
that  not  only  is  there  no  standard  for  the  size  of  a division,  and  the 
piece  of  root  you  get  depends  upon  the  liberality  of  the  grower,  but  also 


FELIX  CROUSSE 

BRILLIANT  DAZZLING  RED.  AFTER  ALL  IS  SAID.  PERHAPS 
THE  GREATEST  RED  PEONY 


MOHICAN  PEONY  GARDENS 


19 


the  more  important  fact,  that  one  of  these  tiny  divisions  replanted  by  the 
grower  is,  after  one  or  two  growing  seasons,  sold  as  a one-  or  two-year 
plant — which,  strictly  speaking,  it  is — yet  it  will  not  by  then  perhaps 
have  attained  the  size  or  worth  of  even  merely  a large  division  sent  out 
by  a more  liberal  firm.  It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  as  there  is  no  fixed 
standard  for  the  size  of  a division,  the  listing  of  roots  as  one  year  old,  or 
two  years  old,  does  not  indicate  their  value,  unless  the  buyer  has  confi- 
dence in  the  grower’s  liberality  in  cutting  the  original  divisions. 

Our  Grade  of  Stock — Prices  Should  Not  be  Compared  With 
Those  of  Other  Growers’  One- Year  Stock 

Eliminating  all  this  misleading,  if  not  actually  deceptive  listing  of 
“one-year” roots, “two-year ’’roots, etc., we  quote  but  one  grade  of  plants. 
Should  you  decide  to  favor  us  with  your  valued  order,  you  will,  we  be- 
lieve, be  surprised  at  the  quality  of  stock  we  send  you.  For  we  mean  to 
continue  our  liberal  policy,  by  reason  of  which  our  business  has  been 
doubled  and  doubled  again  in  recent  years.  Our  system  of  “dividing” 
and  growing  is  such,  that  we  are  able  to  send  out  plants  that  cannot  fail 
to  satisfy  the  most  exacting  buyer.  The  stock  we  deliver  is  heavy,  vigor- 
ous, liberally  grown  quality  stock  that  will — if  properly  planted — pro- 
duce a very  satisfactory  amount  of  bloom  the  first  year.  It  is  the  kind  of 
stock  which  some  “specialists”  and  nurserymen  call  “two-year,”  and 
even  “three-year”  plants,  and  send  out  as  such — at  corresponding  prices. 
The  only  exceptions  to  the  grade  of  stock  we  promise  to  supply,  are  the 
few  sorts  listed  in  Section  6.  PURCHASERS  OF  THESE  SORTS 
MUST  BE  CONTENT  WITH  SMALLER  ROOTS  ON  ACCOUNT  OF 
THE  EXTREME  SCARCITY  (NOT  SUPERIORITY)  OF  THE  VARI- 
ETIES. 

In  soliciting  your  valued  patronage,  therefore,  we  ask  a careful  con- 
sideration of  the  points  we  have  made,  especially  in  comparing  our 
prices  with  those  of  other  growers.  We  know  that  our  rates,  consider- 
ing the  grade  of  roots  we  offer,  are,  to  say  the  least , as  low  as  the  same 
grade  of  TRUE  stock  can  be  had  elsewhere. 

WE  ARE  STRICTLY  RETAIL  AND  OUR  PRICES  NET  AS 
QUOTED,  EXCEPT  THAT  ON  ALL  ORDERS  WE  ALLOW  THE  FOL- 
LOWING 

DISCOUNTS 

BUT  ONLY  WHEN  CASH  ACCOMPANIES  ORDER  AND  IN  NO 
CASE  ON  THE  COLLECTION  OFFERINGS 


Orders  amounting  to  $10.00  5%  off 

“ “ “ 25.00  10%  “ 

“ “ “ 50.00  and  upwards 15%  “ 


MONSIEUR  DUPONT 

ONE  OF  THE  BEST  WHITES  FOR  CUTTING.  A RICH  AND  RARELY 
BEAUTIFUL  FLOWER 
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Please  Read  This  Page  Carefully  Before  Ordering 

DO  NOT  ORDER  FROM  THIS  CATALOG  unless  it  is  dated  as  of 
the  year  in  which  you  order.  If  you  do,  we  will  probably  be  compelled 
to  return  your  order  for  adjustment,  as  prices  change  annually.  Write 
for  the  catalog  of  the  present  season. 

PLEASE  USE  ORDER  SHEET  ATTACHED  IN  THIS  CATALOG; 

it  will  promote  the  correct  filling  of  your  order.  And  PLEASE  fill  in  the 
blank  spaces  properly  and  write  distinctly. 

ALL  REMITTANCES  MUST  BE  MADE  PAYABLE  TO  THE  MOHI- 
CAN PEONY  GARDENS,  and  may  be  by  check,  bank  draft,  cash  in  reg- 
istered letter,  or  Express  or  Post-Office  money-order  on  Sinking  Spring, 
Pa.  CANADIAN  PATRONS  must  ascertain  the  correct  amount  of  ex- 
change and  add  it  to  their  checks,  or  else  remit  by  Postal  money-order 
or  New  York  bank  draft. 

Our  prices  are  based  on  instant  cash, — that  is,  remittance  accom- 
panying your  order.  But  for  the  convenience  of  approved  patrons  we 
will  open  accounts  subject  to  payment  within  thirty  days.  Such  accounts 
however  are  NOT  subject  to  the  discounts  named  on  page  21  which  are 

ONLY  ALLOWED  WHEN  CASH  ACCOMPANIES  ORDER. 

Roots  carefully  packed  will  be  sent  either  by  express  or  freight  as 
purchaser  may  desire.  We  strongly  advise,  however,  against  freight 
shipments,  for  altho’  plants  sent  in  this  way  will  reach  you  in  first  class 
condition,  there  are  often  irritating  delays,  especially  on  long  distances. 
For  plant  shipments  the  express  companies  allow  a special  twenty  per 
cent,  discount  from  the  general  rate  for  merchandise,  so  that  express 
rates  are  not  excessive,  and  in  all  cases  we  pack  as  lightly  as  is  consis- 
tent with  safe  carriage. 

When  several  orders  are  sent  us  to  be  filled  in  one  shipment,  patrons 
should  not  request  that  each  be  “packed  separately”  within  the  box.  In 
such  cases  we  pack  in  layers,  separating  the  orders  with  pieces  of  burlap. 
But  to  tie  up  separately  in  bundles  would  manifestly  necessitate  a much 
larger  box,  greatly  increased  amount  of  packing  material,  and  conse- 
quently enormously  increased  express  charges. 

The  kind  of  roots  we  send  out,  together  with  our  method  of  packing, 
make  parcels  post  shipments  impossible,  therefore  UNDER  NO  CIR- 
CUMSTANCES WILL  WE  SHIP  BY  PARCELS  POST. 

POSITIVELY  NO  GOODS  SENT  C.O.D.,  AND  NO  ORDER  FILLED 
FOR  LESS  THAN  TWO  DOLLARS. 

WE  DO  NOT  QUOTE  ANYTHING  THAT  WE  ARE  AT  ALL  LIKE- 
LY TO  RUN  SHORT  on;  consequently  it  is  not  necessary  for  customers 
to  caution  us  against  substituting,  which  we  never  do  under  any  circum- 
stances. 

EVERY  ROOT  SENT  OUT  IS  DUG,  LABELED  AND  PACKED  UN- 
DER MR.  KLINE’S  PERSONAL  DIRECTION. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

MOHICAN  PEONY  GARDENS, 

Sinking  Spring,  Pennsylvania. 
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OUR  COLLECTION 


®S  HAS  already  been  suggested,  our  li£t  of  ninety 
sorts  — a li£t  which  from  every  point  of  excel- 
lence we  deem  it  impossible  to  surpass — it  is  believed 
will  supply  the  wants  of  any  possible  peony  enthusiast.  On 
the  opposite  page,  however,  will  be  found  three  special  col- 
lections. This  is  a part  of  our  original  plan  of  simplifying 
matters  for  those  who  know  little  and  care  less  about  Peony 
nomenclature  but  who  want  the  choicest  and  beSt  things  in 
cultivation.  These  collections  have  been  arranged  in  no 
haphazard  fashion  nor  to  fit  the  amount  of  stock  we  have 
of  certain  sorts  (as  is  frequently  the  case  in  n collection 
offerings"),  but  we  have  taken  the  ninety  varieties  — 
which  we  deem  the  beSt  ninety  in  existence  — sorted, 
sifted,  boiled  them  down,  as  it  were,  and  these  three  collec- 
tions are  made  up  of  the  very  cream  of  our  fields.  They 
cover  the  entire  range  of  form  and  color.  We  guarantee 
them  the  very  beSt  and  moSt  desirable  in  cultivation.  That 
is  to  say,  in  size,  perfection  of  form,  fragrance,  vigor  of  bloom, 
and  in  lasting  quality  as  cut  flowers,  they  equal  any,  and 
surpass  mo£t,  other  known  kinds.  We  will  stand  by  this 
assertion,  and  we  challenge  comparison  with  any  other 
twenty-five  varieties. 
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THE  COLLECTIONS 

PLEASE  NOTE:  Under  no  circumstances  can  we  make  substitutions  or  changes  in  these  lists  ; please  do 
not  ask  it.  The  collections  are  intended  primarily  for  those  who  wish  to  be  guided  in  their  initial  pur- 
chase of  Peonies,  and  who  naturally  want  the  best  varieties.  Patrons  who  have  already  had  these  col- 
lections and  desire  other  varieties  from  the  general  list,  may  avail  themselves  of  our  liberal  discounts 
offered  on  page  21  : but  we  cannot  accept  orders  for  “collections”  of  the  purchaser’s  own  arrange- 
ment based  on  these  schedules,  nor,  as  before  stated,  for  any  changes  whatever  in  the  lists. 


COLLECTION  No.  1 

25  VARIETIES 

Our  Challenge  Collection 

Covering  the  entire  range  of 
Form  and  Color,  and  Un- 
excelled from  any  point 
of  view  by  any  25 
Sorts  in  Existence 


Albert  Crousse  $1.50 

Alexandriana 50 

Alice  de  Julvecourt  50 

Claire  Dubois  1.50 

Couronne  d’Or 75 

Edulis  Superba  50 

Eugene  Verdier  2.00 

Felix  Crousse  75 

Festiva  Maxima  .75 

Floral  Treasure  50 

Gloire  de  Charles  Gombault  1.50 

Jeanne  d’Arc  .50 

Livingstone  1.00 

Madam  Buc-quet  1.00 

Madam  de  Verneville 75 

Madam  Ducel  1.00 

Madam  Emile  Guile  1.00 

Madam  Forel 75 

Madam  Geissler 1.50 

Marie  Lemoine  1.00 

Modeste  Guerin  75 

Monsieur  Dupont 75 

.Monsieur  Jules  Elie  1.50 

Souvenir  de  L’Exposition  de  Bor- 
deaux   1.50 

Triomphe  de  L’Exposition  de  Lille  .75 

$24.50 


THE  COLLECTION  FOR  $20.00 


COLLECTION  No.  2 

BEST  15  VARIETIES 


Albert  Crousse  ...$1.50 

Claire  Dubois  1.50 

Eugene  Verdier  2.00 

Felix  Crousse  ...... 75 

Festiva  Maxima  75 

Gloire  de  Charles  Gombault 1.50 

Livingstone  1.00 

Madam  Buequet  1.00 

Madam  de  Verneville  75 

Madam  Emile  Galle  1.00 

Madam  Geissler  1.50 

Marie  Lemoine  1.00 

Modeste  Guerin  .75 

Monsieur  Dupont  75 

Monsieur  Jules  Elie  1.50 


$17.25 


THE  COLLECTION  FOR  $15.00 


COLLECTION  No.  3 

BEST  10  VARIETIES 


Claire  Dubois  1.50 

Eugene  Verdier  2.00 

Felix  Crousse 75 

Festiva  Maxima  75 

Glorie  de  Charles  Gombault 1.50 

Livingstone  1.00 

Madam  Buequet  1.00 

Madam  Geissler  1.50 

Monsieur  Dupont  75 

Monsieur  Jules  Elie  1.50 

$12.25 


THE  COLLECTION  FOR  $10.00 


No  Further  Discount  on  Above  Collections 
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THE  GENERAL  LIST  OF 

NINETY  VARIETIES 

The  name  in  parenthesis  following  tlie  variety  is  that  of  the  originator. 


SECTION  1 
50  cents  each 

ALEXANDRIAN  A (Calot).  Very  large  and  full  double  light  pink  with  silver  edges. 
An  unusually  strong  grower,  with  great  quantities  of  delightfully  fragrant 
flowers  on  strong  upright  stems.  A fine  early  cut-flower  sort.  In  spite  of  its 
comparatively  low  price,  one  of  the  most  valuable  Peonies  we  have. 

ALICE  de  JULVECOURT  (Pele).  Magnificent,  very  double,  perfectly  built  fra- 
grant flower;  soft  pink,  delicately  shaded  rose  and  cream,  with  central  petals 
beautifully  edged  purple.  An  exquisite  combination  of  coloring  not  easily 
described.  A very  free  and  rather  early  bloomer.  We  consider  this  one  of  the 
very  finest  Peonies  of  the  light  varieties  in  cultivation. 

AUGUSTE  LEMONIER  (Calot).  Velvety  violet  red;  very  brilliant.  One  of  the 
best  of  the  old  standard  sorts.  Fragrant.  Mid-season. 

BEAUTE  FRANC AISE  (Guerin).  Very  pretty  flower.  Pale  lilac-rose  with  cream- 
white  collar;  center  flecked  crimson.  A very  fragrant  mid-season  bloomer. 

BERLIOZ  (Crousse).  Large  compact  bloom.  Currant-red,  tinted  rose  and  amar- 
anth. Tips  of  petals  fade  to  nearly  white.  Very  effective.  Late. 

BOl'LE  de  NEIGE  (Calot).  Very  large  and  compact  cup-shaped  flower.  Sulphur- 
white,  wiw  central  petals  splashed  with  carmine.  Fragrant,  early  mid-season. 

DUKE  OF  AVELLINGTON  (Calot).  A rather  late  sulphur-white  bloom  and  fra- 
grant. It  is  a good  keeper  and  highly  esteemed  by  florists  for  that  reason. 

EDULIS  SUPERBA  (Lemon).  Very  beautiful,  large,  full,  and  well-formed  bloom, 
with  good  culture  measuring  from  seven  to  eight  inches  across.  Brilliant 
violaceous  pink  with  silvery  reflex.  A vigorous  grower  producing  quantities 
of  very  fragrant  flowers  on  strong  stems.  Because  of  its  extreme  earliness — 
rarely  failing  to  be  ready  on  Memorial  Day, — together  with  its  general  superior 
merit,  this  is  really  one  of  the  most  valuable  Peonies  we  possess.  Its  low 
price  is  due  to  the  fact  that  there  is  considerable  stock  of  it  in  existence. 

EMPEROR  NICOLAS  (Crousse).  Large,  ball-shaped  bloom.  Tufted  center.  Color, 
brilliant  amaranth  with  purple  reflex.  A’ery  effective.  One  of  the  best  reds. 
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FLORAL  TREASURE  (Rosenfield) . An  American  production  of  very  great  merit, 
and  a splendid  “hemisphere  of  fragrance.”  Very  large  showy  pale  lilac-rose, 
on  long  strong  stems.  A vigorous  plant,  a wonderful  late  mid-season  bloomer, 
an  altogether  ideal  cut-flower  variety.  Very  similar,  but  nevertheless  superior 
to  “Delicatissima”  which  we  do  not  offer. 

GENERAL  BERTRAND  (Guerin).  Large,  compact,  globular.  Beautiful  shade  of 
pink.  Fragrant.  Early  mid-season.  Strangely  enough  this  variety  has  been 
confused  by  some  growers  with  Modeste Guerin.  It  is  totally  unlike  that  variety. 

JEANNE  D’ARC  (Calot).  A glorious  flower, — a very  “splendor  of  fragrant  loveli- 
ness,” very  similar  to  “Golden  Harvest,”  but  larger,  and  finer,  for  which  reason 
• we  no  longer  offer  that  variety.  Collar,  cream  white,  shaded  with  sulphur. 
Guards,  pale  lilac-rose,  and  full  high  brilliant  pink  center,  with  occasional 
carmine  spots.  Exquisite,  and  with  the  exception  of  “Gloire  de  Charles  Gorn- 
bault,”  the  very  finest  tri-color  yet  produced.  Free  mid-season  bloomer. 

'MADAM  CHAUMY  (Calot).  Large,  full  and  compact  true  rose-type  bloom.  Pale 
lilac  rose  with  silvery  reflex  and  occasional  carmine  markings.  A fine  late 
very  beautiful  variety  and  a free  bloomer. 

MADAM  de  VATRY  (Guerin).  ‘Splendid  cut-flower  variety  and  a fine  bedding 
sort.  Very  large,  finely-formed  bloom.  Guard-petals,  clear  flesh;  center,  sul- 
phur-white with  carmine  stripes.  Fragrant.  Mid-season. 

MEISSONIER  (Crousse).  Large  brilliantly-effective,  bomb-shaped,  purple-red. 
Fragrant  mid-season.  A very  flue  dark  Peony,  but  a little  weak  in  stem. 


SECTION  2 
75  cents  each 

AGNES  MARY  KELWAY  (Kelway).  Large  and  superb  Peony.  Deep  violet  rose 
with  a cream  white  collar.  A free  mid-season  bloomer.  A worthy  novelty. 

BERNARD  de  PAEISSY  (Crousse).  Compact,  globular  cup-shaped  bloom.  Deli- 
cate blush  pink  fading  to  nearly  white.  Free  late  bloomer,  and  surpassingly 
fragrant.  A superb  variety. 

CANDIDISSIMA  (Calot).  Very  beautiful,  large  and  full  double  rose-type.  Creamy 
white  with  sulphur  center  and  green  heart.  Free  bloomer.  Fragrant. 

COIRONNE  D’OR  (Calot).  a late,  exceedingly  fragrant,  ball-shaped  bloom.  Snowy 
white  with  yellowish  reflex  and  carmine  edges  on  center  petals.  Incomparably 
lovely  and  one  of  the  very  choicest  and  best  Peonies  in  cultivation. 

DeCANDOLLE  (Verdier).  Brilliant  currant-red,  tinged  amaranth.  Remarkably 
full  compact  bloom  and  very  large.  One  of  the  really  first-class  reels. 

DORCHESTER  (Richardson).  Beautiful  and  delicate  salmon  flesh;  a well-built 
and  striking  variety.  Rather  a dwarf  grower,  but  blooms  come  on  strong,  up- 
right stems.  Very  late,  coming  in  after  most  otaer  varieties  have  passed. 
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DUCHESSE  de  NEMOURS  (Calot).  Very  large  and  full  cup-shaped  bloom.  Sul- 
phur-white with  greenish  reflex.  Exquisite  in  the  bud.  A vigorous,  free,  early 
bloomer,  delightfully  fragrant,  and  a fine  cut  flower  sort. 

EEEIX  CROUSSE  (Crousse).  Enormous,  massive,  compact,  and  typical  bomb- 
shaped red,  with  ruby-flamed  center.  Fairly  dazzling  in  the  brilliancy  of  its 
distinct  color,  it  is  in  fact,  the  greatest  red  Peony  in  cultivation,  and  should 
be  included  in  every  collection.  Free  mid-season  bloomer,  and  quite  fragrant. 
Very  similar  but  decidedly  superior  to  Augustin  d’Hour,  which  variety  we  do 
not  offer  for  that  reason. 

EESTIVA  MAXIMA  (Millez).  Unquestionably,  this  is  the  finest  white  Peony  in 
existence.  More  than  sixty  years  have  passed  since  its  introduction  and  it 
remains  today  unequalled  in  its  class  and  color.  It  combines  great  size  with 
wondrous  beauty  and  the  blooms  come  on  strong  upright  3%  foot  stems. 
Color : pure  paper-white,  flecked  with  clear  purple  spots  on  the  edges  of  center 
petals.  In  addition  it  is  surpassingly  fragrant  which,  together  with  the  fact 
of  its  extreme  earliness  (it  being  the  first  white  of  real  merit  to  bloom)  places 
it  among  the  very  best  of  the  cut-flower  sorts.  A truly  regal  flower  impossible 
to  adequately  describe,  and  should  never  be  omitted  from  any  collection. 

EA  ROSIERE  (Crousse).  Large,  compact,  globular  flower,  with  broad,  imbricated 
petals ; straw-yellow  at  center  with  yellowish-white  border.  In  form  and  effect 
resembles  an  enormous  tea  rose.  A beautiful  and  valuable  variety. 

LA  TULIPE  (Calot).  Large  bloom  on  long  stiff  stems.  Rose  fading  to  a creamy- 
white  with  carmine  stripes  giving  the  flower  a distinct  tulip -like  effect.  Very 
fragrant  and  floriferous.  Late  mid-season. 

MADAM  CALOT  (Millez).  Large,  well-built  rose-type  flower.  Pale  pink  with 
darker  center  and  collar  tinted  silver.  Fragrant.  Early  mid-season. 

MADAM  CAMILLE  BANCEL  (Crousse).  Large,  bomb-shaped  flower;  glossy,  lilac- 
pink,  with  brighter  reflex;  salmon  shadings.  Beautiful  and  distinct. 

MADAM  CROUSSE  (Calot).  Enormous  very  double  late-blooming  pure  white, 
slightly  edged  in  center  with  carmine.  Very  fragrant  and  one  of  the  best 
whites  we  have  for  cut  flowers. 

MADAM  tie  VERNEVILLE  (Crousse).  Very  large,  exquisitely  beautiful,  imbri- 
cated, bomb-shaped  white.  The  guard-petals  are  pure  paper-white  and  very 
broad,  folding  over  the  flower ; center  daintily  suffused  with  blush  and  cream, 
and  tipped  carmine.  The  whole  flower  heavy  and  compact.  Strong  grower,  a 
free  bloomer,  and  early  with  a delightful  sweet  rose-like  fragrance.  A superb 
and  remarkable  bloom. 

MADAM  FOREL  (Crousse).  Immense,  compact,  ball-shaped  bloom  of  striking 
effect.  Clear  deep  rose  of  an  unvarying  color.  Strong  stems,  very  fragrant, 
and  rather  late.  In  every  way,  one  of  the  best  sorts  in  the  catalog. 

MARECHAL  VAILLANT  (Calot).  Extremely  large,  full,  solid  flower.  One  of  the 
most  effective  purplish  reds  we  have,  and  one  of  the  last  to  bloom. 
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MATHILDE  de  ROSENECK  (Crousse).  Late,  double  ball-sbaped  flower.  Soft, 
flesh-pink,  shading  deeper  to  center,  with  reflections  of  chamois.  Petals  bord- 
ered with  silver,  and  some  narrow  carmine  edgings.  Very  distinct. 

MODESTE  GUERIN  (Guerin).  One  of  the  loveliest  of  them  all,  and  of  great  all- 
around  merit.  Very  large,  full  and  compact.  Superb  deep  solid  rose.  Very 
free-flowering  and  fragrant.  Exceptionally  rigid  stems,  and  very  distinct  foli- 
age. The  true  sort  is  unmistakably  distinct,  and  it  is  rather  remarkable  that 
it_should  be  spuriously  offered,  as  it  is,  by  certain  other  growers. 

MONSIEUR  BOUCHEREATAINE  (Calot).  Enormous  full  globular  bloom.  Bright 
rosy  lilac  with  silver  reflections.  Fragrant.  Mid-season.  Beautiful. 

MONSIEUR  DUPONT  (Calot).  Immense  milk-white  beautifully  built  flower.  Cen- 
tral petals  tipped  with  bright  carmine,  and  a few  golden  stamens  discernible 
at  their  base.  An  exceedingly  fragrant,  freeddooming,  late  mid-season  variety, 
coming  on  long  stiff  upright  stems.  One  of  the  best  whites  we  have  for  cutting. 
A rich  and  rarely  beautiful  flower. 

OCTAVIE  DEMAY  (Calot).  Large,  and  well-built  flower.  Light  shell  pink,  with 
a few  carmine  stripes  in  center  and  a large  guard.  Early  and  fragrant. 

PETITE  RENEE  (Dessert).  Large  blooms  in  clusters.  Collar  of  very  broad 
petals,  clear,  carmined-purple ; center  petals  narrow,  clear,  carmine-striped 
white.  Striking,  distinct  and  showy  variety ; and  very  scarce. 

QUEEN  (Kelway).  Large  globular  compact  rose  type.  Uniform  rose-color.  One 
of  the  most  beautiful  varieties  of  English  origin.  Late. 

SOUVENIR  de  E’EXPOSITION  UNIVERSELLE  (Calot).  A very  fragrant,  full, 
clear  cherry,  with  silvery  reflex,  strong  grower  and  free  bloomer.  Extra  fine. 

TRIOMPHE  de  E’EXPOSITION  de  EIEEE  (Calot).  Large  and  compact  flower  of 
an  odd  and  striking  double-crown  type.  Very  distinct.  Pale  hydrangea-pink, 
delicately  mottled  violet-rose.  Strong  grower,  and  very  fragrant.  Blooms  late 
mid-season.  A unique  variety,  but  standard,  and  should  be  included  in  every 
collection  of  any  considerable  size. 

UMBEEEATA  ROSEA  (Unknown).  The  very  earliest  Peony  and  therefore  an  excel- 
lent Memorial  Day  sort.  Large  blooms  on  long  stems ; flue  bud  and  vigorous 
habit.  Guards,  an  attractive  pink;  center,  creamy-white  with  salmon  tuft. 

VAN  DYCK  (Crousse).  Outside  petals,  rosy  lilac;  inside,  salmon  shaded  rose, 
with  here  and  there  a crimson  spot.  Very  fine  and  striking.  Fragrant. 


SECTION  3 
$1.00  each 

ASA  GRAY  (Crousse).  Immense  massive  and  compact  bloom;  imbricated  like  a 
rose;  very  full  and  fine  of  form.  Pink  very  delicately  dotted  with  carmine.  An 
imposing  and  extx*aordinary  flower  and  very  fragrant. 
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CHARLES  VERDIER  (Doubtful).  Extremely  large,  solid  rose-type  bloom.  Very 
dark  solferino  with  peculiar  “ashy”  reflex.  Remarkably  distinct  variety.  Won- 
derful fragrance,  and  a free  persistent  season-after-season  bloomer.  The  true 
variety  has  become  very  scarce. 

CONSTANT  DEVRED  (Calot).  Large  full  compact  flower;  striking  shade  of  violet. 
An  effective  landscape  sort  and  very  lovely  as  a cut  flower.  Late. 

GRAND1FLORA  NIVEA  PLENA  (Lemon).  A very  early  and  superb  Peony.  Large 
and  full;  pure  white  collar;  center,  shaded  salmon  and  sulphur.  Fine. 

LIVINGSTONE  (Crousse).  Enormous,  very  massive,  imbricated  and  compact 
bloom.  Pale  lilac-rose  with  silver  tips;  center  petals  flecked  with  carmine. 
A vigorous  grower  and  one  of  the  latest  to  bloom.  Long  strong  stems. 
Exquisite  in  the  bud,  and  a great  keeper,  but  lacking  in  fragrance.  A Peony 
of  the  highest  class.  Unquestionably  one  of  the  finest  and  most  valuable  sorts 
in  cultivation. 

MADAM  BUCQUET  (Dessert).  A magnificent  flower — a striking  and  remarkable 
dark  Peony,  and  one  of  the  best  of  the  black  sorts.  Velvety  black  amaranth 
with  garnet  reflections.  Medium  in  size,  fragrant,  strong  grower,  and  free 
bloomer.  Indispensable. 

MADAM  de  GALHAU  (Crousse).  Large  and  full  curved  bloom  with  closely  set 
petals.  Soft,  glossy,  flesh-pink  petals  bordered  silvery-pink.  Lovely  variety. 

MADAM  DUCEL  (Mechin).  Enormous,  globular  and  compact  bloom.  Literally 
packed  with  petals,  which  are  somewhat  incurved  like  chrysanthemums.  A 
striking,  brilliant  shade  of  pink  with  silvery  reflex.  Holds  its  form  and  color 
to  the  end.  Considered  by  many  the  very  finest  formed  pink  in  existence.  A 
magnificent  cut-flower  variety  and  wonderfully  effective  for  landscape  work. 
Stands  among  the  very  first  on  our  “challenge  list.”  Fragrant  and  early. 

MADAM  EMILE  GALLE  (Crousse).  Large,  cup-shaped,  and  imbricated  bloom. 
Exquisite  shade  of  soft  lilac,  with  milk-white  center  which  slowly  changes  to 
pronounced  cream-color.  A refined  and  rarely  beautiful  flower  not  easy  to 
describe.  A free  bloomer  and  rather  late. 

MADAM  FOULD  (Crousse).  Very  full  compact  flower.  Outer  petals  milk  white, 
center  tinted  lilac  flecked  with  crimson.  Fine  form  and  build ; fragrant  and  the 
very  latest  white  to  bloom  and  very  valuable  for  that  reason. 

MADEMOISELLE  RENEE  DESSERT  (Mechin).  Immense  flowers  in  clusters; 
a superb  shade  of  lilac,  with  violaceous  reflex.  Very  attractive. 

MADEMOISELLE  ROSSEAC  (Crousse).  Large  full  flower  with  milk-white  guard 
petals  and  pinkish  center.  Free  mid-season  bloomer.  A worthy  sort. 

MARGUERITE  GERARD  (Crousse).  Very  large  bloom  with  broad  petals;  fleshy 
color,  changing  to  a very  soft  fleshy-white;  creamy-white  center.  Exquisite 
free -flowering  Peony  and  very  rare. 

MARIE  LEMOINE  (Calot).  This  is  the  absolutely  indispensable  Peony  to  any 
collection,  large  or  small.  Exquisitely  beautiful,  enormous,  massive  and  solid 
ivory-white,  deepening  to  chamois  toward  center,  and  very  occasionally  tipped 
with  carmine.  Invariably  a six  to  seven  inch  flower,  even  under  indifferent 
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cultivation.  Fragrant,  and  a free  bloomer  on  extra  stiff  erect  stems,  it  is  tbe 
very  latest  white  to  bloom,  and  particularly  valuable  for  that  reason.  A mag- 
nificent variety*  but  so  slow  to  increase,  that  the  genuine  thing  is  still  very 
rare,  altho  it  is  offered  everywhere,  and  at  all  sorts  of  prices. 

MODELE  de  PERFECTION  (Crousse).  This  is  one  of  the  late  bloomers  and  very 
fragrant.  Color  clear  flesh-pink,  marked  with  bright  rose  and  bordered  with 
silvery  rose;  large  guard-petals  forming  high  globular  buds. 

MONSIEUR  KRELAGE  (Crousse).  Large,  full  flower;  deep  solid  red,  with  tips 
lightly  silvered.  Very  fragrant.  Late. 

SOEFATARE  (Calot).  Large,  full  and  fragrant  bloom.  White  guard  petals,  cen- 
ter narrow  and  suplhur-yellow.  Quite  distinct.  Mid-season. 

VIRGO  MARIA  (Calot).  Immaculate  white  flower;  the  one  absolutely  pure  paper 
white  without  markings.  Inexpressibly  lovely,  delicate,  and  refined.  Fragrant. 
Late.  Very  scarce  and  we  can  supply  but  small  roots  of  it  this  year. 

SECTION  4 
$1.50  each 

ADOLPH  ROSSEAU  (Dessert).  Very  large  and  purple  garnet  with  metallic  reflex. 
One  of  the  darkest  reds  and  the  first  of  its  color  to  bloom.  Very  distinct. 

ALBERT  CROUSSE  (Crousse).  One  of  the  most  striking,  and  perhaps  the  most 
distinct  Peony  in  existence,  there  being  nothing  else  of  just  the  same  form  and 
character.  Immense  bloom,  very  full  and  compact;  small  imbricated,  and  very 
dense  petalage  from  the  outside  to  the  very  heart  of  the  flower.  Flesh-pink, 
lightly  reflected  lilac,  with  center  shaded  clear  pink.  In  color  and  form,  like 
an  enormous  flesh-pink  carnation.  Very  sweet  fragrance.  Tall,  erect  in  growth, 
and  a late  bloomer.  A superb  and  an  extraordinary  Peony. 

AUGUSTE  VILLAUME  (Crousse).  Very  large  and  full  peony-formed  bloom,  with 
closely  set  petals ; deep  pink ; fine,  vigorous  habit ; late ; splendid  variety. 

AURORE  (Dessert).  Cup-shaped  flower;  soft,  flesh-pink,  salmoned  yellow  at  base 
of  petals,  with  numerous  golden  stamens  intermixed.  Superb  and  scarce. 

AVALANCHE  (Crousse).  Large,  glorious  bloom  of  perfect  form;  fine,  milk-white; 
creamy  center,  with  a few  ruby  marks.  Absolutely  identical  with  Albatre. 

BARONESS  SCHROEDER  (Kelway).  Flesh  changing  to  white,  and  a free  bloomer. 
Exceedingly  rare.  One  of  the  finest  old  England  has  produced. 

CLAIRE  DUBOIS  (Crousse).  One  of  the  very  largest  Peonies  in  cultivation.  Im- 
mense, solid,  globular.  Center  very  full,  convex,  and  tufted ; petals  incurved 
and  lacinated.  Exquisite  clear,  deep  violet-rose  with  a satiny  reflex.  Very  tall 
and  a late  bloomer.  A superb  impressive  flower. 

EUGENE  REIGNOUX  (Dessert).  Early  blooming  and  very  rare  sort;  large  cup- 
shaped flowTer;  brilliant  carmine,  pink  shaded,  purple  at  base. 

GLOIRE  de  CHARLES  GOMBAULT  (Gombault).  This  Peony  is  distinctly  first 
and  foremost  of  the  multicolor  varieties.  It  easily  surpasses  them  all,  and 
standing  upon  its  own  merits  we  consider  it  one  of  the  most  strikingly  beauti- 
ful varieties  on  our  list.  Large,  globular  flowers,  extra  dense  and  compact. 
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Deep  fleshy  pink  collar;  narrower  center  petals  of  salmon  and  apricot,  touched 
here  and  there  with  bright  carmine.  Fragrant  mid-season  bloomer  on  extra 
long  stout  stems.  Ideal  for  cut  flowers.  “Simply  delicious”  is  the  way  a 
visitor  to  our  grounds  described  this  variety. 

GRANDIFLORA  (Richardson).  Exquisite  flesh  pink,  with  somewhat  lighter  shades 
in  center.  One  of  tne  very  largest  Peonies,  and  the  latest  pink  to  bloom. 
Fragrant. 

LAMARTINE  (Calot).  Enormous  compact  bloom.  Pale  lilac  rose.  Very  delight- 
ful spicy  fragrance.  Free  mid-season  bloomer.  Formerly  known  as  Gigantea. 

MADAM  GEISSDER  (Crousse).  Visitors  to  our  fields  invariably  pause  in  aston- 
ishment before  our  block  of  this  variety.  The  word  “sensational”  best  describes 
Madam  Geissler,  and  it  is  difficult  to  speak  in  temperate  terms  of  this  marvel- 
ous flower.  It  is  one  of  the  very  largest  Peonies  in  existence;  very  double, 
globular.  Imbricated,  massive  and  imposing.  Color:  a glossy  silver  rose, 
shading  to  Bengal  rose  at  base  of  petals,  Delicious,  and  distinct  fragrance — 
differing  from  nearly  every  other  variety  in  this  respect.  An  abundant  mid- 
season bloomer,  heavy  and  perfect  flowers  coming  even  on-  the  youngest  plants. 
An  ideal  keeper,  and  therefore  one  of  the  best  cut-flower  sorts.  The  only  fault 
of  this  Peony  is,  that  the  stems  are  not  as  heavy  as  they  should  be  to  uphold 
the  massive  blooms.  The  true  stock  of  the  variety  has  become  rather  scarce, 
and  many  growers  do  not  attempt  to  offer  it. 

MONSIEUR  JUDES  EDIE  (Crousse).  Immense  globular,  very  full,  double,  im- 
bricated bloom  on  very  heavy  stems ; petalage  broad  and  over-lapping,  form- 
ing one  of  the  most  perfect  specimens  imaginable ; color,  an  ideal  glossy  flesh- 
pink,  shading  to  deeper  rose  at  the  base  and  the  entire  blooms  covered  with  a 
silvery  reflex.  A vigorous  grower,  free  bloomer,  very  fragrant.  Scarcely 
rivaled,  either  for  cut-flower  or  landscape  work. 

SIMONNE  CHEVADIER  (Dessert).  Very  large  and  globular  and  extra  full;  guards 
delicate,  silvery-pink;  petals  in  center,  narrow  and  soft,  salmon-pink  glazed 
lilac.  Comes  in  clusters ; rare  and  distinct. 

SOUVENIR  de  D’EXPOSITION  de  BORDEAUX  (Dessert).  Medium-sized,  globular, 
bomb-shape;  very  round  and  full,  and  of  an  extraordinary  color;  a bluish 
violet,  or  wine  color  that  does  not  fade  out  under  the  most  glaring  sun.  We 
consider  this  one  of  the  most  distinct  and  remarkable  Peonies  that  has  yet 
been  introduced.  There  is  nothing  else  just  like  it  in  color  and  it  should  be 
included  in  every  collection.  Rare,  and  difficult  to  obtain  true. 


SECTION  5 
$2.00  each 

COQUEDIN  (Dessert).  Very  eaifly-blooming  cup-shaped  blooms.  Bright  china- 
pink  with  silvery  border.  Very  rare. 

EUGENE  VERDIER  (Calot,  NOT  the  Dessert  variety).  After  fifteen  years  care- 
ful observation  of  this  variety,  we  see  no  reason  to  qualify  our  early  estimate 
of  it  in  the  slightest  degree.  We  consider  it  the  most  exquisite,  chaste  and 
refined  Peony  of  the  whole  family, — in  short,  THE  greatest  Peony  in  cultiva- 
tion. It  combines  every  desirable  feature,  and  is  absolutely  without  fault  or 
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blemish.  Enormous  size,  compact  and  globular,  it  is  crowded  to  the  very 
heart  of  the  flower  with  petals  of  the  most  exquisite  texture.  Color:  blush, 
very  delicately  shading  to  deeper  pink  toward  the  center.  A vigorous,  pro- 
fuse early  bloomer,  and  deliciously  fragrant,  with  long  thick  stems  to  uphold 
the  big  flowers  which  last  an  extraordinary  length  of  time,  either  on  or  off 
the  plant.  The  genuine  sort  is  exceptionally  rare,  and  all  of  the  above-named 
features  will  not  apply  to  the  several  substitutes  that  are  being  supplied  by 
most  growers,  in  place  of  the  sort  which  we  offer.  We  have  no  hesitancy  in 
saying,  that  as  a cut  flower  and  for  decorative  purposes,  this  Peony  is  un- 
equalled by  any  chrysanthemum  ever  grown. 

GERMAINE  BIGOT  (Dessert).  Recent  production  and  one  of  Dessert’s  finest  tri- 
umphs. Large  flesh-colored,  shaded  salmon.  Very  fine. 

LAFAYETTE  (Dessert).  Large  imbricated  flower  with  fringed  petals;  velvety 
purplish-pink  with  silvery  petals.  A recent  production  of  great  merit. 

LA  TENDRESSE  (Crousse).  Very  full  double,  immense  flowers;  cream,  changing 
to  white.  Rare  and  fine. 

MADAM  AUGUSTE  DESSERT  (Dessert).  Large,  imbricated,  cup-shaped  flower; 
magnificent  form;  rounded  petals,  glossy,  flesh,  shaded,  clear  carmine.  Beau- 
tiful. 

MADAM  EMILE  LEMOINE  (Lemoine).  Enormous  and  superb  flower;  soft  pink- 
ish-white with  fleshy  center.  Exceedingly  rare. 

PIERRE  DUCHARTRE  (Crousse).  Very  large  and  compact  bloom.  An  exquisite 
light  pink  with  satiny  reflex.  Fragrant  and  very  late. 


SECTION  6 

PRICES  AS  NOTED 

MARCELLE  DESSERT  (Dessert).  Immense  flowers  of  perfect  form;  glossy 
creamy-white  spotted  lilac.  Fragrance  of  a tea  rose.  Fine  habit,  pretty  foli- 
age. Very  desirable.  $3.00. 

MARIE  CROUSSE  (Crousse).  Exquisite,  large,  globular  flower,  very  full;  soft 
salmon-pink,  shaded,  glossy  lilac;  rare.  $4.00. 

MILTON  HILL  (Richardson).  Of  great  size,  densely  compact,  and  crowded  with 
petals  of  the  finest  texture.  An  exquisite  “sea-shell”  pink.  A late  bloomer, 
and  undoubtedly  one  of  Richardson’s  best  productions.  $4.00. 

MONSIEUR  MARTIN  CAHUZAC  (Dessert).  The  darkest  Peony  in  existence;  al- 
most black ; brilliant  black  maroon  with  metallic  reflex.  Large  flower  of  fine 
form ; rounded  petals ; plant  of  erect  and  ideal  habits ; extraordinary  flower  and 
very  difficult  to  obtain.  $5.00. 

SARAH  BERNHARDT  (Lemoine).  Large,  full,  beautifully  formed  flower  of  a 
soft  even  shade  of  “apple-blossom”  pink.  Blooms  abundantly  in  clusters,  and 
very  fragrant.  $6.00. 

THERESE  (Dessert).  Exquisite  and  very  scarce  sort  of  recent  production.  Large 
cup-shaped  imbricated  flower;  glossy-flesh,  delicately  shaded-pink.  Blooms 
in  clusters.  $7.00. 


“MONSIEUR  JULES  ELIE”;  ONE  OF  THE  MOST  PERFECT  PEONIES  IN  CULTIVATION 
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EVIDENCE 

We  never  publish  names  of  correspondents.  We  never  even  ask  permis- 
. sion  to  do  so,  since  we  dislike  the  idea  of  subjecting  our  customers 
to  the  publicity,  to  say  nothing  of  the  annoyance,  resulting  from 
importunities  by  mail  from  dealers  in  all  sorts  of  merchandise.  The 
following  extracts  from  a few  of  the  many  letters  of  appreciation 
which  have  reached  our  desk  were  absolutely  unsolicited.  Glad  to 
supply  names — to  any  one  interested — on  request. 


(Extracts  from  a letter  written  by  one 
of  our  patrons  to  another. 

- Richmond,  Va. — * * '*  * “and  recently 
I received  from  them  (Mohican  Peony 

.Gardens)  a shipment  of  Peony  roots  the 
like  of  which  I have  never  seen  in  my 
life.  They  are  enormous,  vigorous,  with 
great  quantities  of  new  eyes  and  the 
new  growth  on  the  roots  is  simply  as- 
tounding. * * * It  is  not  often  that  you 
find  people  live  up  to  advertisements  as 
these  people  apparently  do.  If  you  have 
any  intention  of  ordering  Peonies  this 
fall,  I suggest  your  doing  so  from  this 
firm.  I have  of  course  no  interest  what- 
ever in  the  matter  except  to  give  you 
pleasure  through  these  wouderful  flow- 
ers.” 


From  Lexington,  Ky. — “I  have  bought 
Peonies  from  every  grower  and  special- 
ist in  the  country,  but  never  have  I had 
such  truly  magnificent  roots  as  I have 
had  from  you.  Last  year  I bought  from 

a large  grower and  fully  equal 

your  price.  I wish  you  could  see  the 
contrast  in  the  stock.  Your  roots  are 
about  like  what  most  growers  send  out 
as  2 and  3 year  plants  at  double  the 
price.  It  is  a pleasure  to  do  business 
with  so  satisfactory  a firm  and  I have 
taken  pleasure  in  recommending  you  to 
my  friends.” 


From  Pittsfield,  Mass. — “Your  Peonies 
have  been  in  competition  here  with  oth- 
ers for  the  past  two  years,  and  you  win. 
It  has  been  a pleasure  to  recommend 


your  roots  to  others,  who  are  in  turn 
completely  satisfied.” 


From  Bath,  Me.  — “Here  is  another 
order.  The  roots  you  sent  me  two  years 
ago  were  so  far  superior  to  those  I re- 
ceived from  five  different  growers  that 
I could  not  think  of  ordering  now  from 
any  one  but  you.” 


From  Oneida,  N.Y.  — “People  here  are 
surprised  to  see  the  number  of  blooms 
on  my  plants  the  first  year.  This  my 
fifth  year  of  ordering  from  you.  You 
send  larger  roots,  with  more  eyes  than 
any  other  grower.” 


From  Detroit,  Mich. — “I  wish  to  con- 
gratulate you  on  the  quality  of  roots 
you  supply  and  your  honest  way  of 
doing  business.  You  supply  the  best 
roots  on  the  market.  My  plants  this 
year  were  wonderful,  having  30  to  40 
blooms  on  each,  and  ^averaging  eight 
inches  in  diameter.” 


From  Long  Island,  N.Y.—1 “The  Peonies 
purchased  from  you  the  last  two  years 
have  been  wonderful.  I do  not  have 
time  to  ‘shop  around’  but  I know 
where  to  get  the  right  Peonies  at  the 
right  prices.” 


From  Radnor,  0.— “Please  accept  my 
appreciation  of  your  catalog.  After  lab- 
oring over  the  endless  lists  of  the  aver- 
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age  grower  with  their  extravagant  de- 
scriptions, yours  is  refreshing  indeed. 
It  is  a simple  matter  for  the  amateur  to 
select  from  your  catalog,  and  your  frank 
statement  regarding  the  new  high-priced 
novelties  is  the  most  sensible  thing  I 
have  seen  in  any  catalog.” 


From  Cleveland,  Ohio — * * * *,  and 
when  I opened  the  box  and  saw  the 
large  roots,  and  compared  them  with 
those  I had  from  other  growers,  I could 
readily  understand  about  your  listing 
but  the  one  size  of  roots.  But  if  I was 
surprised  at  the  large  roots,  I cannot 
say  what  my  feelings  were  when  I saw 
the  flowers  this  spring.  Each  and  every 
plant  had  from  2 to  14  beautiful  blooms. 
While  I am  only  an  amateur,  I must 
again  express  my  gratitude  in  dealing 
with  a firm  that  sends  out  just  what 
they  advertise.” 


From  Saranac  Lake,  N.  T. — “*  * * * * * 
This  is  my  fourth  annual  order.  Your 
roots  have  been  planted  each  year  with 
those  from  other  growers  (varieties  you 
do  not  list)  and  in  every  case  yours  are 
at  least  a year  ahead  of  the  others ; in 
some  cases  two  years.” 


From  Belief ontaine,  0. — “I  am  sending 
you  a photograph  of  my  Peony  bed;  it 
was  the  admiration  of  the  town  and  I 
counted  one  thousand  perfect  blooms  at 
one  time.  Last  fall  I purchased  also 
from  three  leading  growers,  but  did  not 
receive  such  roots  as  I had  from  you. 
I cannot  speak  in  too  high  praise  of 
the  stock  3;ou  send  out.” 


From  Lakewood,  O. — ‘‘Please  send  these 
people  (giving  names)  catalogs.  All  of 
them  asked  for  it  after  seeing  my 
Peonies  this  summer.  My  friend,  neigh- 
bor and  Peony  rival  said  to  me,  ‘You 
must  have  had  the  Mohican  hypno- 
tized,’ to  which  I replied  that  it  looked 
to  me  as  tho’  the  Mohicans  had  their 
roots  hypnotized.  The  plants  were  more 
than  satisfactory,  and  the  best  I ever 
bought.” 


From  Covington,  Tenn. — “You  sent  me 
four  plants  last  fall  and  I got  blooms 
this  spring  from  each.  Here  is  another 
order.  I have  been  buying  Peonies  every 
fall  for  years  and  have  a very  fine  col- 
lection. Tried  you  out,  just  for  luck  last 
year,  and  found  that  your  plants  far 
exceeded  any  I ever  bought  before.  So 
you  have  another  regular  customer.” 


From  Worcester,  Mass. — *****  and 
I never  saw  such  fine  roots  sent  out  by 
any  house.  Nearly  all  of  them  were  as 
large  as  one  could  expect  two-  and 
three-year  roots  to  be,  and  not  only  was 
the  size  remarkable  but  the  quality  as 
well.” 


From  Detroit,  Mich. — “You  are  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  magnificent  quality 
of  roots  you  supply,  and  as  this  is  the 
third  year  I have  ordered  from  you,  I 
feel  especially  pleased  to  find  that  there 
is  no  ‘slipping’  from  year  to  year,  but 
if  anything  an  improvement.” 


From  Raleigh,  A.  C.  - — “The  roots  ar- 
rived beautifully  packed  and  were  the 
finest  I ever  received.  I had  just  written 

Mr.  - — : 4 — that  some  I had  from 

him  were  the  best  I had  ever  bought, 
which  was  true,  but  yours  had  not  come 
then.” 


From  Cordova,  Ala. — “The  Peonies  ar- 
rived yesterday  and  I want  to  thank 
you  for  sending  me  such  magnificent 
clumps.  I have  ordered  three-  and  four- 
year  old  plants  from  other  growers, 
which  were  nothing  like  as  large  as 
these.” 


From  Bethlehem,  Pa. — “I  have  ordered 
Peonies  this  fall  from  thirteen  different 
growers,  and  those  sent  by  you  are  far 
and  away  the  largest  and  best  of  all. 
They  have  overtempted  me  tb  send  you 
this  second  order.” 


From  Vicksburg,  Miss.  — “The  Peonies 
reached  me  promptly.  I was  simply 
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amazed  at  the  size  of  the  roots.  I had 
already  dug  the  holes  for  them  but 
found  I had  to  dig  them  more  than 
twice  as  deep  and  wide.  Before  I saw 

your  catalog,  I had  ordered  from  , 

and  last  year  I ordered  from  . 

and  while  the  latter  were  satisfactory, 
they  were  nothing  like  the  size  of 
yours.” 


From  Washington,  D.C. — “Your  Peonies 
have  been  far  more  satisfactory  than 
any  I have  ever  purchased,  and  are 
more  worth  the  price  you  asked  for 
them,  not  only  compared  with  Peonies 
from  a number  of  others  which  I have 
bought  during  the  past  ten  years,  at 
the  same  price,  but  even  -with  those 
which  I have  heretofore  imported  from 
Holland.” 


From  New  Brunswick,  N.J. — “The  roots 
arrived  safely  and  are  planted.  (This 
was  a $600.00  order.)  I had  a man  here 

from  the  Nurseries,  and  he  was 

surprised  at  the  fine  roots  you  sent  me. 
It  must  be  a real  pleasure  to  you  to  do 
business,  and  have  the  appreciation  of 
your  customers,  for  after  all,  mere 
money  isn’t  the  only  thing  we  work 
for.” 


From  Dyersville,  Iowa — “I  cannot  say 
too  much  for  the  roots  you  sent  me 
last  fall.  I was  more  than  surprised 
at  their  size.  I purchased  a few  else- 
where, and  what  a difference.  And  this 
spring ! — all  planted  in  the  same  bed, 
your  roots  had  from  5'  to  20  blooms  on 
each,  but  I have  yet  to  find  a bloom  on 
any  of  the  others.  In  the  future  you 
know  who  will  get  the  business.” 


From  Menhaga,  Minn. — “I  am  delighted 
with  the  roots  just  received.  They  are 
the  only  ones  I have  ever  bought  that 
were  perfectly  satisfactory.  I could 
have  made  half  a dozen  cuttings  from 
each  had  I desired  to  do  so.  I shall 
take  pleasure  in  recommending  your 
gardens.” 


From  Solon,  Me. — “The  Peonies  I had 
from  you  last  fall  have  proved  to  be 
the  best  I have  ever  purchased.  They 
have  bloomed  freely  and  the  blooms 
have  been  very  large.  This  is  an  ex- 
ceptional experience  with  me  in  first 
year  plants.” 


From  Shawnee,  Okla. — “The  Peonies  I 
had  from  you  last  fall  surpassed  in 
every  way  this  spring  much  older 
plants  from  other  eastern  houses  that 
claimed  to  be  Peony  specialists.  The 
Eugene  Verdier  had  eight  perfect  blos- 
soms. Truly  it  was  the  most  beautiful 
of  the  twelve  in  my  tiny  garden.” 


From  Wausau,  Wis. — -“The  roots  you 
sent  me  two  weeks  ago  were  the  best  I 
have  ever  seen.  I have  seen  two  several 
shipments  of  roots  others  got  from 
other  growers,  but  none  of  them  com- 
pared with  the  roots  you  sent  me.” 


From  Duluth,  Minn. — “I  was  certainly  1 
pleased  with  the  roots  received  today. 
A friend  told  me  about  what  I might 
expect  from  you,  but  I never  dreamed 
the  roots  would  be  such  large  clumps. 

I counted  14  eyes  on  one  root.  You  will 
find  me  a MOHICAN  PEONY  GAR- 
DENS booster  from  this  day  on.” 


From  Beverly,  Mass. — “Last  season  I 

purchased  a few  roots  from  , from 

■,  and  from  — — varieties  which  you 

do  not  list,  and  for  all  their  talk  of 
size  and  vigor  of  plants,  they  did  not 
compare  in  either  case  with  the  roots 
you  have  supplied  me  with  for  several 
years.  I think  that  hereafter  I shall 
give  you  what  business  I have  in 
Peonies.” 


From  Phila.,  Pa.  — “I  am  delighted 
with  the  Peonies  I had  from  you  last 
fall.  Eugene  Verdier  is  certainly  per- 
fection in  Peonies.  There  were  58  flow- 
ers on  the  nine  roots  purchased.  Rubra 
Superba  had  13.  The  roots  purchased 
from  had  but  two  very  small  flow- 

ers. ‘There’s  a reason.’  ” 
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From  Atlanta,  Iowa — “I  am  very  tardy 
in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the 
very  fine  Peony  roots  ordered  from  you 
last  fall.  We  did  not  imagine  they 
would  be  so  large  and  healthy  looking 
until  we  opened  the  box  and  unpacked 
them.  The  bond  of  faith  between  the 
seller  and  the  purchaser  by  mail  in  the 
first  transaction,  is  never  fully  sealed 
until  the  article  purchased  is  received 
aud  unpacked,  The  unpacking  and 
viewing  the  article  for  the  first  time  is 
the  crucial  test;  and  as  we  unpacked 
these  roots,  and  as  we  looked  them 
over,  and  as  we”  compared  them  with 
the  representations  of  your  catalog,  my 
wife  and  I both  unhesitatingly  ex- 
claimed, ‘Let  the  seal  be  affixed.’  The 
very  sight  of  these  roots,  aud  the  real- 
ization that  you  had  more  than  fulfilled 
your  printed  promises,  was  an  inspira- 
tion to  us.  This  spring  they  burst 
forth  in  all  their  beauty  and  luxuri- 
ance. Gentlemen,  you  are  all  right,  and 
inclosed  herewith  I send  you  another 
order  for  this  fall.” 


From  St.  Louis,  Mo.  — “The  Peonies 
have  just  been  received.  The  enormous 
size  of  your  roots  has  agreeably  sur- 
prised me.  Last  year  I bought  some 
roots  from One  was  for  imme- 

diate effect  at  double  price,  and  only 
one  (not  the  extrasized  one)  bloomed. 
Without  exaggeration  I Can  say,  that 
your  roots  are  from  three  to  six  times 
as  big  and  vigorous.” 


From , Pewee  Valley,  Ky. — “This  is  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  Peonies, 
and  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
very  apparent  high  quality  of  the  roots. 
The  simplicity  and  compactness  of  your 
catalog  is  very  pleasing  and  gratifying. 
To  feel  that  one  is  getting  the  very 
best,  and  to  know  what  one  is  getting 
without  going  over  a million  (more  or 
less)  dazing  descriptions,  appeals  to 
me,  and  I shall  be  pleased  to  pass  the 
good  word  along,  whenever  I can.” 


From  Luverne,  Minn. — “Your  roots  are 
just  bursting  with  healthy  plant  life, 


and  if  they  are  ‘one-year-olds,’  they 
must  have  failed  to  take  account  of 
their  second  and  third  birthdays.  The 
amount  of  fiberous  roots  in  these 
clumps  is  just  simply  wonderful.  As 
specialists  in  your  liue  you  seem  to  be, 
and  I believe  you  really  are,  in  a class 
by  yourselves,  producing  Peony  roots 
that  are  uuequalled  iu  the  United 
States.” 


From  Stevens  Point,  Wis.  — “I  am  en- 
closing an  order  for  more  Peonies  this 
fall.  I have  had  plants  from  other 
dealers,  but  never  any  that  blossomed 
as  yours  did  the  first  year.  On  twelve 
plants  there  were  over  one  hundred 
blooms,  as  large  and  full,  as  those  on 
plants  which  were  set  out  two  years 
before.” 


From  Peoria,  III.  — “I  have  hundreds 
of  Peouies,  and  the  best  I have  ever 
had  were  those  I purchased  from  you, 
and  they  all  bloomed  the  first  season.” 


From  Providence,  R.I. — “I  enclose  check 
iu  payment  of  your  bill  for  Peouies, 
($250.00)  and  I want  to  advise  you  that 
this  is  the  nicest  lot  of  roots  I have 
ever  received  in  my  life.  I thank  you 
for  taking  the  care  in  selecting  them, 
and  for  the  magnificent  plants  you  have 
sent  me.  I shall  be  glad  to  have  you 
refer  to  me  at  any  time,  and  it  is  need- 
less to  say  that  when  any  of  my  friends 
want  Peonies,  there  is  only  one  place  to 
which  I can  consistently  recommend 
them,  and  that  is  your  establishment.” 

From  Avon,  N.  J.  — “My  blooms  this 
year  were  a thiug  of  joy  to  behold. 
Your  roots  are  of  the  highest  class  I 
have  ever  purchased.” 

From  Duluth,  Minn.  — “The  box  of 
Peonies  arrived  in  perfect  condition 
and  were  the  wonder  of  all  who  saw 
them.  They  were  three  or  four  times 
as  large  as  those  received  from  — 

and  and  . I shall  certainly 

recommend  you  to  all  of  my  friends, 
and  send  to  you  whenever  I want 
Peonies  in  the  future.” 


Kindly  Read  Carefully  Page  21  Before  Ordering  and 

PLEASE  USE  THIS  ORDER  SHEET 

IT  WILL  FACILITATE  THE  CORRECT  HANDLING  OF  YOUR  ORDER 


To  Mohican  Peony  Gardens 

SINKING  SPRING,  PA. 


Date _ 1920 

Enclosed  find  $ (Mone/order)  for  which  you  will  please  forward  by 

' Exp.  Order  ' 

(State  whether  by  \ f t . 

Express  or  Freight^  at  the  proper  planting  season,  the  appended 

li^t  of  Peonies. 

Ship  to  (Name) 

Street  and  No. 

City  or  Town  (Pos&  office) 


DO 

NOT  WRITE  IN  THIS  SPACE 

No. 

Sh. 

P. 

C. 

Express  or 
Freight  Address 


' Mention  only  if  \ 
.different  from  P.O ./ 


State 


Quantity 

25 

Varieties  Collection  No.  1, 

15 

Varieties  Collection  No.  2, 


Varieties  Collection  No.  3, 


NAME  OF  PEONY 


$20.00 

$15.00 

$10.00 


If  you  desire  any 
of  these  collections 
indicate  such  by 
extending  the  amount 
to  the  price-column 
on  the  right 


Price 


Forward 

Kindly  Bear  in  Mind— No  Roots  Shipped  by  Parcel  Post 
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